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Ram Mohan Roy in his assessment of Rabindranath

Amit Chakraborty

Rabindranath expressed his views on many Bengali sages his elders. He has long
essays on the life and work of Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar. In his youth, he wrote a
harsh criticism on Madhusudan Dutt's 'Meghnad Badh Kavya' and in his later life he
softened his tone again. In Bankimchandra's literary assessment we see his ecstatic
praisc. Haraprasad Shastri, Jagadishchandra Bose, Saratchandra Chattopadhyay etc.,
etc. He also penned about many contemporaries and Anuj Gunijan. The purpose of
this essay is to know what was his assessment of Ram Mohan Roy, the multi-faceted
action hero predecessor.

Rabindranath's perception of Rammohan has been revealed at various points in his
long life. He delivered a long written speech as the keynote speaker at Rammohan's
memorial service. The text was later edited and published in the form of articles in
magazines and also in the form of booklets. Later, all the writings were compiled
and published in a book called '‘Bharat-Pathik Rammohan Roy'. Ever delivered the
President's address at Rammohan's memorial service. Oral The essence of that
specech has been printed in various newspapers and magazines. From those accounts
published in pamphlets, articles, treatises and oral speeches, one gets a clear idea of
Rammohan's detailed assessment of his multifaceted work.

Rabindranath reminded the readers of the plight of the past era to understand the
contribution of Rammohan. "It is a very inglorious chapter in our national history.
Superstition, destructiveness and disorder prevailed all over the country. Irrationality
had obscured the light of truc love. In social events, in politics, in religion and in the
arts, we have lost the power of creativity and have forgotten the religion of living
people and cling to dead traditions. Darkness all around. The progress of history was
silent, the great river of the monolithic thought of India had dried up, the country
had become stagnant and narrow.

At the time of this calamity, one side was clinging to native customs and superstitions
and pushing life into the darkness of the crematorium where 'there is no life, no
existence, only discipline and fear. On the other hand, some Bengali students in a
group teaching ,«E\ indu College with serious injuries.
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